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Jude 1-10
Fighting for the Faith 


Introduction:
Greetings my friends.  You are about to embark on a wonderful series on the letter of Jude.  You might ask, “Why Jude?”  Jude is a frightening book about the reoccurring danger of error, rebellion, and judgment subtly creeping into many churches then and now. It is a challenge for us in Christ not to ignore or let our guard down but to contend or fight for the faith we have in our great Savior Jesus Christ. This short but powerful letter gives us a theological balance between being on our guard against false teaching and apostasy but also how to defend and rise above the error in order that truth will prevail. 

Authorship: 
Jude is the writer of this letter.  He identifies himself as a servant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James, who was the half-brother of Jesus. Ancient tradition holds that Jude was a Jewish Christian.  This is evident by all the Old Testament events and characters represented in this letter. 

Recipients:

The letter is addressed “to those who are called” (vs. 1) without any specific title as to who they were or where they lived.  But the strong Old Testament references may indicate the receivers of this letter were Jewish Christians. The letter seems to have been written between 67-70 A.D.
[image: ]
Talking it over - Group Study: 
1. Read the book of Jude by yourself and then read it together as a group.

2. Ever been in a physical fight with someone?  What was the situation about?  

3. There are some things in life worth fighting for.  What are some things that come to mind?

[image: ]Bible Study Methods:
Observation – Make a list! What do you see that stands out to you in the first ten verses of this letter?  Look for key words, phrases, comparisons, or contrasts.  You are asking the questions – Who? What? Where? When? How? Why?
[image: Books]Helpful Notes: Jude’s desire was to write about our common salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ, (verse 3) but at the last moment he switches gears and sees the need to address the onslaught of false teachers that were infiltrating the church then and now. So, he changes his original purpose to deal with the crisis of contending or fighting for the faith. If the danger of apostasy and false teaching were present in the first century, it should not surprise that false teaching exists in the 21st century. 

The word translated contend means “to struggle for something.” It is where we get the word to agonize over something.  This word is in the past tense meaning we have to continually, every day, contend or fight for the faith, even to the point of agony until we see the Lord face to face. These false teachers act as though they just want to be part of the local church when in reality, they want to pervert the Gospel.  This is especially true today regarding homosexuality, abortion, and sensuality by perverting the grace of God in order to minimize the consequences of their sin.

[image: Question Mark]Can you recall a time when you contended for something spiritually so it would not be perverted or diluted?

[image: Question Mark]How are these false teaches who have fallen from the truth described in verse 4?
They creep or sneak into the church ____________________  vs. 4.
They are ____________________________. vs. 4.
They turn the grace of God into freedom to _________________ vs. 4.
They deny the only Master and Lord vs. 4 (See Titus 1:16)
They are ___________________vs. 8
They defile the __________________vs. 8
They reject _____________________vs. 8
They _______________________________all they do not understand vs. 10
Like animals, they do whatever they feel like, thereby ruining their souls vs. 10

3 Examples of rebellion in vs. 5-7

Example #1:
The children of Israel who, though they were delivered from Egypt, refused to trust God and enter the Promised Land (Numbers 14:26-39).

Example #2:
The angels who, although they were once pure and holy, and living in God’s presence, gave in to pride and rebelled against God (2 Peter 2:4).

Example #3:
The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah which were so full of sin that God wiped them off the face of the earth (Genesis 19:1-29)

[image: ]
Interpretation – Ask a Question: What’s the author’s main intent or purpose for sharing these three examples of rebellion?

[image: Books]Helpful Notes:  The conflict and debate between Michael the archangel and the devil are not recorded in Scripture, but there is a debate over the burial of Moses in Deuteronomy 34. Jude is making use of an apocryphal book called the Assumption of Moses, where Michael is commissioned by God to bury Moses. Michael wants to treat Moses’ body with respect and godliness, whereas the devil does not. Michael has seen the devil treat holy things with contempt, cynicism, and scorn before. In the same way, Jude is saying these apostates (fallen away) speak abusively (harsh, scornful, cynical) against whatever they do not understand.
[image: ]
Application – Put into practice
How should you as a follower of Jesus and a vital participant of Christ’s church guard against false teaching perverting the church?

Three truths to take to heart for you and your church:

· A great start matters little when followed by a poor finish.
· We are deceived if we think that our behavior won’t affect our finish.
· A great finish is accomplished by careful attention to Godly things.

[image: 500+ Free Prayer & Cross Illustrations - Pixabay]Praying it through – Take time in your group to pray for your church. Pray that each person would guard their heart and mind from being influenced by teaching that is not in the Scriptures. Commit, as a group, to persevere and stand as one as you contend for the faith for the glory of God.
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